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For Canadians, hockey is more than just a game. It is a national and personal passion. Regardless of geography or language, age or background, Canadians everywhere play hockey. They watch, read and wear it too. Hockey’s memorable moments are closely connected to the history of Canada itself.  
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	RCAF Flyers hockey sweater

Worn in St. Moritz, Switzerland 

1948  

© Canadian War Museum
Wing Commander Hubert Brooks wore this Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) Flyers sweater to represent Canada at the 1948 Winter Olympics in St. Moritz, Switzerland. The team won the gold medal for hockey.
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	Jacques Plante’s “pretzel” mask

Designed by W. A. Burchmore and E. T. P. Greenland

Early 1960s

© Canadian Museum of History
This was Plante’s third mask, worn in 1963 while he played with the New York Rangers. The fibreglass strands made the mask lighter and cooler than the original, solid mask.
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	Paul Henderson’s Summit Series jersey

Worn in Moscow, USSR

1972

Private collection, Mitchell Goldhar

© Canadian Museum of History
Canadians recall Paul Henderson’s final goal in the 1972 Summit Series against the Soviet team as an iconic moment, perhaps even the iconic moment, in the history of Canadian sports.
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	Hayley Wickenheiser’s Olympic jersey

Worn in Vancouver, BC

2010

© Canadian Museum of History

A former Team Canada player, Hayley Wickenheiser plays leadership roles on and off the ice, inspiring young players to make a difference in the world. She wore this jersey on the path to Olympic gold in 2010.
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	The Richard Riot

Maurice “Rocket” Richard soup can

Montréal, QC
1955

© Canadian Museum of History
The production and sale of this specially canned Maurice "Rocket" Richard soup followed the rioting of Montréal hockey fans on March 17, 1955. The riot was a reaction to the suspension of Richard by NHL President Clarence Campbell. 
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	“Rocket”  Richard’s ring

Maurice Richard’s Stanley Cup championship ring

Montréal, QC
1959

© Canadian Museum of History
A tremendously skilled hockey player, Maurice “Rocket” Richard gained a heroic stature that transcended his on-ice career. By the end of his life, he had become a living legend. 
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	Silver shinty medal

Bytown (Ottawa), ON
1852

© Bytown Museum
“Shinty” is one of many historical names for what we now call hockey. Hugh Masson kept this souvenir of a match he played at Rideau Hall, Ottawa (then Bytown), in December 1852.
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	Tabletop hockey

Early table hockey game produced by Munro Games 

Around 1940

© Canadian Museum of History
During the Depression, Don H. Munro of Burlington, Ontario, built a table-based hockey game for his family, using materials around his home. Adapting this idea, Canadian company Eagle Toys made the game we know today.
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	Shania Twain’s #9 outfit

Shania Twain’s top, jacket and pants

Worn in Ottawa, ON
2003

© Canadian Museum of History
Singer Shania Twain hosted the 2003 Juno Awards wearing clothing inspired by National Hockey League team sweaters. Her only outfit sporting a number was this one, inspired by the Montral Canadiens.
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	Howie Morenz memorial game

Button and ribbon 
Montréal, QC
November 2, 1937

© Canadian Museum of History
Thousands of people paid tribute to Montréal Canadiens player Howie Morenz, following his death in 1937. The memorial game organized in his honour was one of the first all-star games. 
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	A Legendary Coach
Pat Burns

Pat Burns’ police badge (1970 to 1986); Coach’s whistle used by Pat Burns (1990s);  Stanley Cup winning tie worn by Pat Burns, Head Coach, New Jersey Devils (June 9, 2003).
Private collection, Burns family
© Canadian Museum of History
In 1983, superstar Wayne Gretzky hired Pat Burns, a Gatineau police officer and part-time coach, as head coach of the Hull (now Gatineau) Olympiques. Burns would become a hockey legend. Pat Burns once said that coaching is the toughest job in hockey. In Montréal, he became a well-known public figure. He also coached in Toronto and Boston, and won the Stanley Cup with the New Jersey Devils. 
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	Sidney Crosby’s Olympic jersey

Worn in Vancouver, BC

2010

Private collection, Sidney Crosby
© Canadian Museum of History
Sidney Crosby wore this jersey while playing for Team Canada at the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver. On February 28, 2010, millions of Canadians celebrated his overtime goal, which won Canada a gold medal.
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	Hilda Ranscombe’s hockey uniform

Preston, O`N
1930s

© Canadian Museum of History
The Preston Rivulettes captured four national championships and attracted huge paying audiences in the 1930s. Team member Hilda Ranscombe was the best player of the era. This is the uniform she wore on the ice.
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	Early hockey stick

Cape Breton, NS

1835–1838

© Canadian Museum of History
This is the earliest known hockey stick, handmade in Canada. A boy named William “Dilly” Moffatt used it to play hockey on the local pond. His initials are carved into the blade.
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	Dean Mellway’s hockey sledge and sticks

Designed and built by Canwin Sports

Ottawa, ON
Around 2000

© Canadian Museum of History
Dean Mellway was a sledge hockey pioneer. He used this sledge, designed and built by the company he founded with teammate Lou Mulvihill, for international competition. 
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	Voice of Hockey Night in Canada

Hockey Hall of Fame induction ring

Given to Foster Hewitt

1965

© Canadian Museum of History
Long-time fans remember Foster Hewitt as the voice of Hockey Night in Canada when it was a radio program in the 1930s.  He made the transition to television in 1952, when the show was first televised.
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	Pikangikum Winterhawks mittens

Attributed to Noreen Peters, Ojibwa/Anishinabe

1980s
© Canadian Museum of History
The Pikangikum Winterhawks, a hockey powerhouse in Northern Ontario throughout the 1980s, were the source of enormous community pride. The team’s logo is beaded onto these mittens. 
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